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Synopsis

When the gentler pace and stillness of the countryside replace the roar of the city, but your editor
keeps callingWith gorgeously detailed yet minimal art, cartoonist Yeon-Sik Hong explores his move
with his wife to a small house atop a rural mountain, replacing the high-rent hubbub of Seoul with
the quiet murmur of the country. With their dog, cats, and chickens by their side, the simple life and
isolation they so desperately craved proves to present new anxieties. Hong paints a beautiful
portrait of the Korean countryside, changing seasons, and the universal relationships humans have
with each other as well as nature, both of which are sometimes frustrating but always rewarding.
Uncomfortably Happily is translated by American cartoonist Hellen Jo from the acclaimed Manhwa

Today award-winning Korean edition.
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Customer Reviews

a ceThis engrossing story of an artist couple who leave the noise and smog of the city behind for
mountainside solitude is by turns delicate and raw, with artwork that ranges from the gently pastoral
to the surreal and harrowing. Beautifully done.a «a <John Porcellinoa ceAt first glance Uncomfortably
Happy may look to be merely a sweet little story about youthful struggle, but page by page, it
unfolds into a much more complex work. A book both dark and light, intimate, touching yet also
exceedingly charming. All the stuff of real life.a +a *Seth, author of Palookaville"[Uncomfortably
Happily is] equally surprising and exciting as it is unpretentious....this book [documents] the path to
wisdom."a *Du9"It’s a gripping graphic novel, whose subject matter is much vaster than might be

suggested... We learn a lot about South Korea... and a way of life that is both more technologically



driven and more traditional [than our own]. A beautiful discovery." & <Le Nouvel Observateur

Yeon-Sik Hong was born in 1971. He began apprenticing in a manga studio in 1990, and wrote his
first short stories (in comics form) in 1992, but commercial projects kept him from his personal work
for another decade. In 2005, Hong and his partner tried to move to the countryside. Two years later,
Hong began work on a graphic novel inspired by these experiences. Uncomfortably, Happily was
published in two volumes in 2012: it quickly became a critical success, going back for a second
printing and receiving the Manhwa Today Award. While theya ™d still like to move back to the

countryside someday, for now Yeon-Sik Hong and his partner are living on the outskirts of Seoul.

Loved it. One of the best things I've read this year. Hope to see more work by Hong translated and

released in North America.
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